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Walking, talking and listening

Donegal’s Birds

"Sunset Bird" by leppre is licensed under CC BY 2.0

A look at some of Donegal’s most common birds


https://www.flickr.com/photos/46018179@N00/32569749281
https://www.flickr.com/photos/46018179@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich

Identifying a bird

You don’t need to identify a bird to enjoy watching it. Whether it’s an eagle that soars majestically above, or
the tiny wren that flits from branch to branch in search of its next meal, both have their own fascination. It
adds to the moment, however, if you can identify it and then return home to look up more information
about the bird. All species have their own particular niche in nature. How they live and breed can bring
added enjoyment, whether it is for your own memories or to share with others. Their ancestors have been
around since the time of the dinosaurs and have evolved over time to adapt to changing habitats and food

supply.

Birds are a daily feature of nature, even though you may not notice them at the time. They are many and
varied in types, size, plumage, diets and characters.

Here we set out some of the most common birds that you may see on your walks, depending on the area

you are in and what time of year it is. oy
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Detail that a bird spotter might look for in trying to identify which type of bird they were looking at

Key to types of habitats
vgv Coastal > Loughs / Lakes o Marsh “Rivers
Mountains/Uplands Garden n Bog/Moor
Farmland % Mixed woodland Parks/Gardens

Male - s Female - @
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/

Black Headed Gull

Blackbird

2.

1. 3.

Call: a croak which can sound shrill, long Call: alarm call is a loud “chook chook”.

and drawn-out, or a short sound. . .

Song: rich warble ending on a squeaky note.
=g< Vol L &
Black — Headed Guill call ] Blackbird song ]
Blue Tit Bullfinch

4,

Call: a thin “si, si, si”.

Call: a quiet chattering, whistling and
e e " warbling. Its descending calls of “duu” or
Song: sharp “siiii, siiii, siiii-chu-chu-chu”. tim

diuu” seem sad.
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Blue Tit song [ Bullfinch call [



https://youtu.be/MoKih1d4ZLk
https://youtu.be/MoKih1d4ZLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l3yAR4_xr9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LY3THslvqt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LY3THslvqt4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kx37zAtsv6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kx37zAtsv6E

Buzzard

Call: aloud, mewing “pee-uu”.

& 0

Chaffinch

Call: aloud “pink, pink”.

Song: short descending series of trills.

G | | 6

Buzzard call ] Chaffinch call ] Chaffinch song ]
Chough Common Tern

10.

Call: The calls can be whistling, twittering
or even squawking.

I/
/N

Chough call ]

11.

Call: Shrill and clanking calls of “krier” are
often heard along with angry noises.

N4
/N

Common Tern call ]



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjbGTU-SosA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjbGTU-SosA
https://youtu.be/MiIkkNU4e_I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyL5hrXhhjY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtRRQMYqk3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LtRRQMYqk3A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruRUsa3Ls34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruRUsa3Ls34

Cormorant Corncrake

12. 13.
Call: mostly throaty and croaking, like Call: attracts attention with its very
“chroho-chrohochro-ho”. Females add a distinctive “crex crex” call on warm
high “flii-flii-fli” - also cackling by both. evenings in summer.

>f< "' for

b ZTEN
Cormorant call [ Corncrake call [
Cuckoo Curlew

14.

Call: famous for its “cuckoo” call. Call: song consists of a series of “guug-guug-
guug”. Calls are very different — from a
fluting “tluih” to an excited “tui tui tui tui ”.
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Cuckoo call QE| Curlew call Q[|



https://dibird.com/media/xeno/340914.mp3
https://dibird.com/media/xeno/340914.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ks2taH61mn8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ks2taH61mn8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmyucZa6wD0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RmyucZa6wD0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3UBH_M_LGk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w3UBH_M_LGk

16.

Eider Duck

Call: during mating season, the male
attracts attention with a nasal yelp “a-huui”.
The females cackle in a deep voice.

Gannet

Call: arough “arrah arrah” or a soft “krok
krok”. Before flight, a “u-ah” can be heard.

Eider Duck call ] Gannet call
Golden Eagle Goldfinch

18.

Call: a quiet bird. The calls consist of weak
whistling.

Golden Eagle call (]

Call: A smooth but ear-piercing “sti-ge-litt”
often made in flight. The song is a silent
chirping, interrupted by calls.

& [tal

Goldfinch song [



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=END6WV9Ya7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=END6WV9Ya7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1KqFjnNuvg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n1KqFjnNuvg
https://youtu.be/wCuEqA9MVao
https://youtu.be/-akBFUW-43I
https://youtu.be/-akBFUW-43I

Great Northern Diver

Call: makes a short barking “kwoek” in
flight. It has a mournful clamour and eerie
laughter at the breeding site.
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Great Northern Diver call [

Grey Heron

Call: along croaky and scratchy “rrrrack”.
This is made at full volume in flight.

Grey Heron call [

Hooded Crow

Call: a croaky, very audible “krrah”, often
repeated several times.
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Hooded Crow call

23.

House Martin

Call: in flight, rough calls like “schrrip and

brrit”. It al

sequence of shrill “sier” sounds

so has an alarm call with a

N

House Martin call



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpvTuMiJq1E&list=PLOYyKsl153tYTc2Pc_FYA-qgRHUCqTqZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fpvTuMiJq1E&list=PLOYyKsl153tYTc2Pc_FYA-qgRHUCqTqZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB8ShoJes7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BB8ShoJes7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRKQcv92KGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oRKQcv92KGI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B99HOSTQWHk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B99HOSTQWHk

House Sparrow

Call: a one syllable chirp, a “chirrup” or a
more grating or annoying “churrr”.

N

Jackdaw

26.

Call: has a variety of calls, but typically
“schack” and a bright “kjack” are the main
calls.

&

House Sparrow call [ Jackdaw call Ql
Kestrel Knot

27.

Call: easily identifiable ear-piercing “ki
kii ki ki” normally in flight, but audible at
low level at breeding site.

& LA

Kestrel call Q[|

Call: before taking off, the bird makes
rough “grott” sound, transforming to “twit
twit” in flight.

\l/
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Knot call E[|



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5KkgEEzUJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q5KkgEEzUJE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jyullw28_gM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jyullw28_gM
https://dibird.com/media/xeno/377557.mp3
https://dibird.com/media/xeno/377557.mp3
https://www.xeno-canto.org/161497/download
https://www.xeno-canto.org/161497/download

Lapwing

Long Eared Owl

29.
Call: a hoarse “ki wi” or “wit wit wit wit” Call: male makes a variety of dull “huh” calls.
which is sung in flight. The call is similar from the female but sounds
as if made through a comb and paper.
Lapwing call q Long Eared Owl call ]
Magpie Mallard @
31.

Call: various sounds of which its rattling
calls are the most common.

& (3]

Magpie call Q[|

10

Call: different croaky and whistling calls.

_INEINE
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Mallard call Q[|



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-DrJd8vA5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_-DrJd8vA5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVkp3c9AKis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fVkp3c9AKis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxtORth2BIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nxtORth2BIY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFl_d8B0kck
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFl_d8B0kck

Mistle Thrush

Call: loud, rattling “Prrt”. The song is
similar to a Blackbird'’s.

Mistle Thrush song [

Moorhen

Call: a gurgling “gurrk” but also short and
sharp calls.

Al
E -l
’

Moorhen call

35.

Mute Swan

Call: nasal “uink”. When it comes across
enemies it makes a loud hissing “kchrr”
sound.

Mute Swan call ]

11

Oystercatcher

Call: mating sound is a “kiwick kiwick
kiwick” which ends with a trill. In flight,
the bird makes a “kiweep” sound.

\I/
/IN
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Oystercatcher call ]



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0TutC60xzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I0TutC60xzw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Go-o4mS1bN8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Go-o4mS1bN8
https://youtu.be/TTGpMSXKE8A
https://youtu.be/TTGpMSXKE8A
https://youtu.be/9PHmK_7qqj8
https://youtu.be/9PHmK_7qqj8

Peregrine Falcon

Pied Wagtail

37.

Call: a “grae grae grae”, often made in Call: a sharp “chiss-wick” is most
long rows and resembling the notes of the frequently heard. When alarmed, it may
Kestrel. give a “zeet”.

o >g< Common throughout Ireland

-~
Peregrine call ] Pied Wagtail call
Raven Redshank
39.

Call: a variety of different sounds,
mostly a deep gurgling “grog”.

Raven call gl

Call: melodic and fluting “tju du du”,
commonly heard on mud flats. They have
a yodelling song that is rarely heard.

12
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Redshank call [



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tzn0xpAvkDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tzn0xpAvkDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=To55O0VBE-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=To55O0VBE-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDv_PlrBg14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DDv_PlrBg14
https://www.xeno-canto.org/373761/download
https://www.xeno-canto.org/373761/download

Robin

41.

Call: up to 275 song themes often appearing
sad. It also has a sharp “tick” sound which is
often made in a row as a warning call.

LA

ZTIN

42.

Call: a rough “krraah”

@ G0

Robin song [ Rook call
Sand Martin Sanderling

43.

Call: in flight, it produces purring sounds
of “tshirrt”. It also has a high pitched
“zier”

A/
/N

Sand Martin call
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44,

Call: bright but strong “beet” or “bit”
repeated several times.

Al
/IN

Sanderling call ]



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nrw9xPCFtYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nrw9xPCFtYw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkD65SzE810
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SkD65SzE810
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIMKmcs0NAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIMKmcs0NAU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uh71ExBEXfI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uh71ExBEXfI

Shag Skylark

45,
Call: inside the colony, the male utters Call: sings in flight, consisting of quaver-like
clicking and grunting sounds. A typical elements and swirling tones. From time to
sound is “ark-ik-ark-ik....”. time its rough calls sound like “trr lit” or “trip”.
B 7T\

Shag call ] Skylark song ]

Song Thrush & Sparrowhawk
47.
Call: the call is a sharp “zipp”. It has a Call: makes long, sequenced calls “gi-gi-
very melodic song constantly repeating gi”, both solo and in duet. When the
series of notes. bird feels threatened, it sounds faster.

& £0 (4] & §0 |

77NN

Song Thrush song Sparrowhawk call ]

14


https://dibird.com/media/xeno/312385_X5vVIrD.mp3
https://dibird.com/media/xeno/312385_X5vVIrD.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBp1Q_bHe0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rBp1Q_bHe0Y
https://youtu.be/G53oH-MI9qU
https://youtu.be/G53oH-MI9qU
https://youtu.be/19dfMojGdwc
https://youtu.be/19dfMojGdwc

53.

Starling

50.

Call: a hoarse “arr”. They can be melodic and sound
mechanical and can imitate more than ten bird
species in a song line, with squeaking and whistling.

Widespread but scarce in the uplands.

Stonechat

Call: most frequently heard is “vish-track-
track”. Their song is a quiet scratchy
warble.

e

Starling call Stonechat call [
Swallow Swift

Call: musical twittering often heard. It makes a
“tswit tswit” call when it feels threatened.

Widespread throughout Ireland in
summer, apart from upland areas

Swallow call gl

15

54.

Call: most frequently heard is a high-
pitched scream "srrrriii".

&

Swift call gl



https://youtu.be/9d8DOhz2UkA
https://youtu.be/9d8DOhz2UkA
https://youtu.be/eYs2jveuYUQ
https://youtu.be/eYs2jveuYUQ
https://youtu.be/PkPTqlrEAls
https://youtu.be/PkPTqlrEAls
https://www.xeno-canto.org/374760/download
https://www.xeno-canto.org/374760/download

Tree Sparrow

56.

Call: a slightly nasally “chu-wit”

£ & £0

Tree Sparrow call

Treecreeper

57.

Call: high-pitched “ssrri” three or four
timesin a row.

#0

Treecreeper call [

58.

Tufted Duck

Wheatear

Call: display call described as a nervous,
quick, bubbly series of accelerating notes.

Tufted Duck call (]

16

Call: soft whistle "hiit" and a harder "chack".
The song is a quick, melodic whistle,
frequently including the "hiit" call note.

[

Wheatear call (]



https://youtu.be/PZt5Gs9I33g
https://youtu.be/PZt5Gs9I33g
https://youtu.be/l9eGiSh6KtQ
https://youtu.be/l9eGiSh6KtQ
https://youtu.be/OqiDqsQFxqY
https://youtu.be/OqiDqsQFxqY
https://youtu.be/mMPedK-yZkw
https://youtu.be/mMPedK-yZkw

White-Fronted Goose Whooper Swan
60.
Call: Makes babbling and sweeping sounds Call: one of the noisiest swans. In flight,
which are interrupted from time to time by it makes a loud, trumpeting “anghoe”.
“klik klik klik klick” calls.
| |
White-Fronted Goose call [ Whooper Swan call ]
Wood Pigeon Wren
62. 63.
Call: song consists of a hollow, three-noted Call: includes an abrupt "check" or longer
cooing - "whooo who huhu". "churrrrr..". The song is a drawn-out series of trilling
notes - quite shrill and loud, ending abruptly.
Widespread apart from hills and mountains. Widespread apart from hills and mountains.
Wood Pigeon call ] Weren song [

17


https://www.xeno-canto.org/343164/download
https://www.xeno-canto.org/343164/download
https://youtu.be/stlA9Tp92bA
https://youtu.be/stlA9Tp92bA
https://youtu.be/K7818pW-REk
https://youtu.be/K7818pW-REk
https://youtu.be/fhT46LkWNGw
https://youtu.be/fhT46LkWNGw
https://youtu.be/zP7TepK7eAs
https://youtu.be/zP7TepK7eAs

Creative Commons Licence photographers

Where possible, pictures of birds photographed in Ireland are used. Bird species however can be common to many
countries and some of the best Creative Commons images from other countries have been used, where Irish ones are
not available. The images have been cropped to fit the space available.

. "Black Headed Gull, Ballymacormick, Northern Ireland" by BangorArt is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

. "BLACKBIRD FEEDING IN LOCAL PARK REF-101097" by infomatique is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

WIN |

. "Turdus Merula (Blackbird)" by Leon van der Noll is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

I

. "Winter blue tit." by carolinejohnston2 is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

5. "Bullfinch" by stanley.ashbourne is marked with CC0 1.0

6. "Female Bullfinch" by Edwyn Anderton is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

7. "Bird of Prey" by leppre is licensed under CC BY 2.0

8. "fringilla coelebs" by Joachim S. Miiller is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

9. "Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs (F)" by pete. #hwcp is licensed under CC BY 2.0

10 . "Chough" by Keith Marshall is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

11. "Common Tern 8872" by Eugene Archer is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0

12. "Cormorants, Swineley Point, Bangor, Northern Ireland" by BangorArt is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

13. "File:Corncrake (Crex crex).jpg" by Richard Wesley is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

14. "Common Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus)" by sussexbirder is licensed under CC BY 2.0

15. "Curlew in the heather (-best large)" by Rainbirder is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

16. "Common Eider Ducks" by Me in ME is licensed under CC BY 2.0

17. "gannets" by mozzercork is licensed under CC BY 2.0

18. "Golden Eagle (Aquila chrysaetos)" by gilgit2 is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

19. "Carduelis carduelis (Goldfinch)" by Leon van der Noll is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

20. "Common Loon Gavia immer" by Mark Peck Bird Photography is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

21. "Slim Pickings" by Philip McErlean is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0

22. "Crab Claw for Lunch" by Philip McErlean is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0

23. "House Martin (Delichon urbica)" by markkilner is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

24. "File:Passer domesticus -County Antrim, Northern Ireland -female and chicks-8.jpg" by Robert Young is
licensed under CC BY 2.0

25. "Passer domesticus (House sparrow)" by Leon van der Noll is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

26. "The bouncers, Ron and Ron" by EoinGardiner is licensed under CC BY 2.0

27. "Kestrel Hunting" by Philip McErlean is licensed under CC BY-ND 2.0

28. "Red Knot (Calidris canutus)" by sussexbirder is licensed under CC BY 2.0

29. "Lapwing (Vanellus vanellus)" by Rainbirder is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

30. "Long-eared Owl - Asio otus" by Gregory 'Slobirdr' Smith is licensed under CC BY-NC 2.0

31. "Magpie" by bencrowe is licensed under CC BY 2.0

32. "Mallards" by Rob Hurson is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

33. "Mistle Thrush (Turdus viscivorus)" by Our Amazing Planet is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

34. "Moorhen at nest (Gallinula chloropus)" by Our Amazing Planet is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

35. "Adventurer" by EoinGardiner is licensed under CC BY 2.0

36. "Eurasian Oystercatcher" by jeffsmallwood is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

37. "Halcén peregrino - Falcdo-peregrino - Faucon pélerin - Falco pellegrino - Peregrine - Falco peregrinus
sp." by Agustin Povedano is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

38. "Pied Wagtail (Motacilla alba)" by marsden.joseph is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

39. "Raven - Corvus Corax" by MikeHawkwind is licensed under CC BY 2.0

40. "Redshank" by S. Rae is licensed under CC BY 2.0

41. "Tame Robin" by Julie (thanks for 10 million views) is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0

42. "File:Rook, Cliffs of Moher, Ireland 2016-09-03 08 857.jpg" by Chris Light is licensed under CC BY-SA 4.0

43. "Sand martin (Riparia riparia), Guidel-Plage, Brittany, France" by Frank.Vassen is licensed under CC BY 2.0
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/23736675@N02/27856535362
https://www.flickr.com/photos/23736675@N02
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/80824546@N00/16085606490
https://www.flickr.com/photos/80824546@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/50034989@N03/5874596759
https://www.flickr.com/photos/50034989@N03
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/145574498@N03/31534096035
https://www.flickr.com/photos/145574498@N03
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/32229667@N05/14252774345
https://www.flickr.com/photos/32229667@N05
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/cc0/1.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/57504886@N05/6641201869
https://www.flickr.com/photos/57504886@N05
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/46018179@N00/38876150864
https://www.flickr.com/photos/46018179@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/74743437@N00/4094338909
https://www.flickr.com/photos/74743437@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/13497267@N04/39018885134
https://www.flickr.com/photos/13497267@N04
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/69877992@N00/613095651
https://www.flickr.com/photos/69877992@N00
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/65138192@N05/8880050199
https://www.flickr.com/photos/65138192@N05
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/?ref=ccsearch&atype=rich
https://www.flickr.com/photos/23736675@N02/29247313814
https://www.flickr.com/photos/23736675@N02
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